Beyond the Numbers:
Finding Your Perfect
Keyboard Layout

A definitive guide to understanding 60%,
/5%, TKL, and everything in between

NPKClub



Ever felt like you're
staring at a wall
of math?

You decided to upgrade your
keyboard, but were immediately
met with a confusing array of
terms: 60%, 75%, 96%, TKL.
Choosing the right layout isn’t
just about sound or feel. It’s
about your workflow. Do you
need a Numpad taking up mouse
space? Can you live without
dedicated Arrow keys?

Let's stop guessing and find the
board that actually fits your desk
and your work.
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Before Size, There's Shape:
The ANSI vs. ISO Divide.

The first trap for beginners isn't size, it's the physical shape of the keys. Buying
beautiful keycaps only to find the Enter key doesn't fit is a common frustration.
The world runs on two main standards: ANSI and ISO.

The Enter Key: The Enter Key: i
ANS' Wide, horizontal bar 1ISO Upside-down ‘L' shape
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— The Left Shift Key: — The Left Shift Key:
Long, single key Split into two keys
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For Customization, ANSI is the Undisputed King.

While your region may determine what you're used to (USA/AUS
for ANSI, UK/Europe for ISO), the custom keyboard hobby
heavily favors ANSI.

The reason is simple: keycap compatibility. The vast majority of
custom and high-end keycap sets are designed for the ANSI standard.
Choosing ANSI makes future customization significantly easier

and more affordable.

According to community resource
Deskthority, the ANSI standard
dominates the aftermarket parts

. n industry, making it the safer bet for
= customization.
/
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Finding Your Form Factor: The Trade-off Between Function and Footprint

Once you've settled on a standard, the next choice is size. This is a direct balance between the number of
dedicated keys you need and the amount of ergonomic desk space you want for your mouse.
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The Office Standard:
Full-Size (100%)

The What

The classic 104/108-key layout including
the full alphanumeric cluster, function row,
navigation cluster, and a dedicated
Numpad.

The Who

Ideal for accountants, data entry specialists,
and anyone who spends their day in Excel or
requires constant numeric input.

The Trade-off

Functionality vs. Ergonomics. It's massive.
The width forces your mouse further out,
creating an unergonomic arm spread that can
lead to shoulder strain, a risk highlighted by
OSHA's Computer Workstation eTool.
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The Gamer’s Classic:
Tenkeyless (TKL / 80%)

The What

The Who

The Trade-off

A Full-Size keyboard with the Numpad
simply chopped off. For years, this was
the gold standard for PC gaming.

Low-DPI gamers who need 3-4 inches
of extra mouse space for sweeping
arm movements.

Users who want a smaller board but
aren't ready to give up the traditional
navigation cluster layout.

Space vs. Efficiency. While smaller,

it retains a significant amount of
"dead space" between the main keys
and the arrow/navigation cluster,
making it less compact than it could be.
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The Minimalist'’s
Choice: Compact
Layouts (60% & 65%)

The What

The 60% layout is the ultimate minimalist,
removing the Numpad, navigation cluster, and
the F-row. The slightly more popular 65% adds
back dedicated arrow keys.

The Who

Travelers, aesthetic-focused users with small
desks, and dedicated FPS gamers who value
maximum mouse real estate above all else.

The Trade-off

Aesthetics vs. Learning Curve. Accessing missing
keys like F1 or Delete requires holding a Function
(Fn) key. This can be frustrating for productivity
or in games (like MMOs or Minecraft) that rely
heavily on the F-row.
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The Modern Sweet Spot:
The 75% Layout

The What

The enthusiast's choice in 2025. A 75% layout
intelligently compresses the functionality of a

TKL. You keep the essential Arrow keys and F-row,
while the navigation cluster is tucked into a
vertical column on the right.

The "Exploded” Advantage

A slightly gapped (‘exploded’) 75% is often
preferred as it helps differentiate the key
clusters by feel, reducing mistypes
compared to a fully compact version.

Why It's Winning

It delivers 95% of the utility of a TKL while
taking up barely more desk space than a 60%
board. It is the ultimate balance of form and
function for hybrid users.
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The Definitive 75%

Experience: The NPKC
RO75 PRO

We designed the RO75 PRO to perfect the 75% form
factor. It delivers the efficient layout modern users
demand, but elevates it with the premium build
quality and features previously found only in
expensive, small-batch custom Kits.

 Heavy ‘Alu-Tuotuo’ (CNC Aluminum)
Chassis: For superior acoustics and a
premium feel.

o Standard ANSI Layout: Ensures maximum
compatibility with custom keycaps.

e Tool-less Quick-Release Design: For easy
modding and maintenance.
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Unlocking a
Deeper Power:
Physical vs.
Logical Layouts

Here's a secret that unlocks the
true potential of modern
mechanical keyboards:

The key you see isn't necessarily
the key you type.

A keyboard has a physical layout
(the plastic keys) and a logical
layout (the signal it sends to your
computer).

Just because a board physically
lacks an 'F1' key doesn't mean you
can't send an 'F1' command.

Physical Layout
IBM Plex Sans Medium

Logical Layout
IBM Plex Sans Medium
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The Magic of Layers and Instant Remapping

Think of the “Shift” key. It gives every number key a secondary function. Custom keyboards expand this with a “Function”
(Fn) key to access entire new layers.

o Layer O (Default): Q, W, E, R...
o Layer 1 (Hold Fn): F1, F2, F3, F4... (plus media controls, RGB, etc.)

Software Makes it Simple. Gone are the days of complex coding. Modern software like QMK and VIA use a simple

drag-and-drop interface to remap any key. You can move “Delete” to a better spot or turn your rarely-used Caps Lock into a
powerful second “Fn” key.

Layers Software Remapping
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Your Keyboard is a Canvas for
Your Workflow.

The NPKC RO75 PRO was designed to be more than just hardware. With full support for advanced
remapping via QMK/VIA, you are never punished for choosing a smaller, more ergonomic size. You gain
back valuable desk space without sacrificing a single command. It's the footprint of a compact with the
programmable power of a command center.

& NotebooklLM



The Decision Matrix: Which Layout Fits Your Workflow?

Layout Size Key Count Best For Desk Space Saved
Full-Size (100%) 104/108 keys Data E%rgrf Otfice None (Standard)
Tenkeyless (TKL) 87 keys Traditional Gaming ~20%

75% (Exploded) 82-84 keys HV"’E‘ g;f'“dit'f““"y ~30%
g
60% Compact 61 keys FPS Gaming & Travel ~40%
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For the Modern User,
the 75% Layout is the
Clear Winner.

Finding the right layout is a balance of physical space
and muscle memory. While extreme needs might call for
a Full-Size or a 60%, the vast majority of users—
gamers, creators, and professionals—will find the

75% layout offers the ideal compromise. It eliminates
the bulky Numpad you rarely use while protecting the
Arrow keys and F-row you rely on daily.

If you're ready to upgrade to this “Goldilocks” form
factor without sacrificing build quality or paying
exorbitant prices, the NPKC RO75 PRO was
designed for you.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most popular keyboard layout for gaming in 2025?

The 75% layout has largely overtaken the traditional TKL. It offers similar mouse space
benefits but retains the F-row and arrows, making it more versatile for gamers who also
stream or work.

What's the main difference between ANSI and ISO layouts?

ANSI (US standard) has a wide, rectangular Enter key and a long Left Shift.
ISO (European standard) has a large, L-shaped Enter key and a split Left Shift.

Do | really need a built-in Numpad?

Unless you perform heavy data entry daily, you likely do not. Removing it improves
ergonomics. For occasional use, a separate, standalone mechanical Numpad is a great
solution.
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